Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/24 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000606620007-6

I»"II

ES A
L :‘Jl‘. "

OIS APPEARED

A/

NEW YORX TIMES
9 DECEMBER 1931

Former Green Berei‘s Found to Sell
TzaerizdIs fo Unﬁzend{y Remmes ing

WASHINGTON Dec. 8 — Many for.
mer Creen Bersts, men specially
trained by the Army tobe masters of the

Jethal arts, sell their skills to unfriendly
gavernments and. repressive regimes,
according to Federal law enforcement |
officials and tormer members of the
force. Yy B

These operatxons, concmtrated in Ax‘
rica, the Middle East and Scuth Amer-
ica, are said by these sources to havein-
wolved dozens of the thousands of for-
mmer A-my Special Forces veterans, betp
ter xnosmas Green Berets. : !

”haemsaidthatmmanymsa
men vrere recruited by fellow veterans
who ccntended that their missions had
been sanctioned by the Central Intelli-
gence Agency. In most cases, such con-
5 tentions were apparently false, but for-
. mer Green Bersts, accustomed to han-|
! dling sepsitive and often uncoaventional
covert tasks for the C.1.A. while on ac-
tive duty, assumed that the jobs had
‘been aopmved by the Government, .-

Lnbym Operation Not Unigoe
The activities of former Green Berets
rwvereccnuybmasubpctotin-
creased Federal scrutiny because of dis-

Forces veterans worked in Libya train-
ing terrorists in an operation organized
by Edwin P. Wilson, a former C.LA.
| agent. Mr. Wilson has been indicted on
.charges of illegally shipping explosives
tohbyatoruaemﬂammgtermﬂsts
andis delieved tobeliving there. . ..

- I another insiance, the sources said,
former Green Berets were recruited 1o,
rassassinate opponents of the Nicara-|
guan Government.. Still. others,.-the
.sources said, trained Q(dilean intelli-'
gence agents in martial teckniques. -

' Additional pudblic attention has been

focused on the issue by the cave of Eu-

gene A. Tafoya, a Special Forces vet-
eran who worked for Mr. Wilson in

‘Lidbya. Mr. Ta.foya was convicted last

week of assault in the shooting of a

‘Libyan student in Fort Collins, Colo., in

October 1580, As part of his defense, he

contendedthaxhehadbecnworkmg for

thlerfi:elx'vm'ws with more ‘than two dozen

Federal officials and ' former Green ¢
Berets suggest that the Libyan opera-
tion run by Mr. Wilson was not uniquein §
itsuseotmenwbohadawaservedm

the Special Forces, $¥7fines & 4., = Link

i1 pypmmupTavBMAN Y
'ﬂ‘ Special to TheNew York Times . - B

|

v

These sources prov:ded detaﬂs about
the operations involving Special Forces
veterans in Nicaragua and in Chile.
Tdey also cited, without providing de-
tails, other overseas operations that em-

ployed former Green 3erets in Egypt,
Zaire; Honduras, Mexnco and Argenﬂ-
na. ron

‘Ihesmsaxdthatsomeofthaea

operatxms. lixe Mr. Wilson's terrorist

training project in Libya, were contrary { &

to American foreign policy interests be-
‘cause they involved providing special-
ized military expertise to unfriendly
governments or to repressive regimes.

. United States laws, however, do oot
prohidit - such activities ‘unless “the
Americans involved become mercenary
soldiers, that is, formalily enlist in a
military service of a {oreign nation, Jus-
tice Department officials said. :

Joseph W. Reap Jr., a State Depart-
ment press officer, declined to comment
on the mercenary activities of former
Green Berets and referred a caner tothe
Justice Department.

-A press officer there, John Russell
said ‘‘We have investigated activities
ot former Green Berets before and
found- some flaws in the mercenary
laws. We found we couldn't go ahead

closures that more than a dozen Special trorith prosecution. If there is any viola.

tion of mercenary laws, we'll maxe
every etfort to look into it and enforce
lt ”»n

-The Army, according to a spok&sman
for the Special Forces, makes no effort
to caution active-duty Green Berets
about becoming involved in question-
able activities when they retire. The
+spokesman, Lieut. Col. Harold Isaac.
iison, said that the only caution they re-
ceive about applying their skills when
ithey leave the military is a warning not
to disclose classified material about
unorthodox demolition work.

i ‘WeAssume’ aCareer

“We don't talk in terms of getting out
of the Army,” said Colonel Isaacson,
who is based at Special Forces head-
quarters at Fort Bragg, N.C. 'We as-
sume the men who make it through our
training program are going to make a
careerin the Special Forces.”

He added that the Special Forces,
while embarrassed by the activities of

munications. ... ..

STAT

ITyouwan OrCcuv-
ert operations are going on around the
world, the best place to find out is in
Fayetteville,” said Luke F. Thompson,
a former Green Beret who, while on ac-

some former members, could do noth- |
Ling to control how they apply their ex- |

tive duty, worked for Mr. Wilson in
. Libya. “Fayettev:lle is headquarters
for intrigue. It makes Washmgt.on look
like a finishing school.”” .

"~ A Federal law’ emorcement official
familiar with the activities of Special
Forces veterans said that Fayetteville
and Honolulu were “swuchboards" for
clandestineoperations. |

- In1978, for example, accordmg to the
Federal, - Army and Green - Beret
sources, a group of former Green Berets
‘and former Navy unconventional-war-
fare specialists living in Fayetteville
were recruited to work in Nicaragua for
Anastasio Somoza Debayle, who was
then President, handling counterterror-
ist -jobs, including assassmatxons of
Somoza cpponents. -

“The four men were kllled late in 19‘78
in a plane crash in Nicaragua, accord-
ing to former colleagues. Detailsof their

;mission, however, were recorded in
inotes kept by friends, who made these
: documents available and who agreed to
‘be interviewed on the condition !hat
" they not be identitied.

i According to these sources, the«four
"were recruitad by a top aide to Mr.

Somoza to handle counterterrorist
operations, including .the infiltration
and sabotage of opposition groups. The
‘moen also told their friends that they had
selected for assassination a senior offi-
cial in Cuban intelligence who was
working in Nicaragua and a Mexican
businessman supporting opponents of
Mr. Somoza.

. OMferMadetoC.LA. = -,
The {riends of the four do not know

pertise in weapons, explosxva and com:- [

‘ whether the assassinations were actu-

[ally atternpted and nt so. whether they
weresuccessful. . ;..
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